Langar Hall celebrates 25th Anniversary as a Country House Hotel

This year Langar Hall, in the Vale of Belvoir,  celebrates it’s 25th anniversary as a business but in 1985 no one, least of all Imogen Skirving and her first visitors could have forseen the outcome of Langar Hall as the country house hotel it is today.

The origins of Imogen Skirving opening her doors to the public in the mid 1980’s lie in the realms of accident rather than design. Following her father’s death, and looking to raise funds to re-furbish the house with view to selling it, she took in paying guests under ‘The Wolsey Lodge’ scheme for American tourists to travel round England staying  in private houses as ‘guests’. Nottinghamshire was not a great tourist destination in the 1980s but by a quirk of fate a brace of barristers came to stay for the duration of their fraud case. In the event the Britannia Park case lasted eighteen months and found it’s way into The Guinness Book of Records, as the longest recorded fraud case in history. 

 The reputation for Langar’s hospitality spread and other barristers, business men, Jockey Club officials, The BBC Test Match Special team, footballers, cricketers actors and writers filled the rooms at Langar Hall and persuaded Imogen that life as a hotelier was fun and could fund the upkeep of the house and gardens.

 Imogen says: “I worked so hard I quickly forgot about selling and started investing to make the house more comfortable for the guests”. Her passion for ‘real food’ seasonal, regionally sourced and simply cooked brought awards for the Langar restaurant. It was the first local restaurant to have a private dining room for family parties, the first to be registered for marriages. Langar Hall has won awards for the restaurant and regular accolades from travel writers in the national press.

 With no business experience or financial backing, never having employed staff, let alone the chefs,  Imogen thinks it is a miracle that she overcame countless crises to became a successful although Reluctant Restaurateur. In 2003 she wrote an account of how, since childhood her love of food and people led to the success Langar Hall enjoys today. Langar Hall is a way of life - profits are ploughed back into the house and grounds which are a constant joy to Imogen who never thought to be able to keep this special place in such good order for everyone to enjoy. She genuinely loves the company of her guests many of whom have been regular customers since the early days when they had to bring their own wine and were entertained by short one act plays in the dining room. 

Paul Smith, fashion designer, recently commented: "I decided to take photos of where I stay when working on new collections. I adore this place. Its like a home for me and is perfect for creating a natural atmosphere, a kind of meeting between friends, having fun." This perfectly sums up Imogen's success in running this country house hotel. Essentially it comes down to the charming and hospitable way she and her staff put their customers at their ease, whilst displaying great attention to detail but in an unfussy, unobtrusive  and unpretentious way.

 To celebrate the Silver Anniversary Langar Hall is organizing a week of events in the first week of September. There will be an exhibition of paintings, afternoon parties with jazz, a  special ladies lunch, dinner and dancing and a car boot- barn sale with special stalls for local artisans and antiques.

 For further information, contact Simon Sterland @ Rhetoric. E-mail:  simon@rhetoric-artofpersuasion.com  Tel: 07970 205256

